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M I S S I O N
To advance, support and 
communicate continuous 

improvement of sustainability 
across the U.S. beef value chain.

V I S I O N
The U.S. beef value chain is the 

trusted global leader in 
environmentally sound, socially 
responsible and economically 

viable beef.
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U S R S B  M e m b e rs

High Priority 
Indicator 

Development
Six areas most 

important to the 
sustainability of beef 

identified and defined. 

Formation
94 Founding 

Members.

Metric    
Development

Sector-specific 
approaches to assess 

and measure 
sustainability across 

high priority indicators. 

Self-Assessment 
Guide

Development
Technical guidance 

documents outlining 
purpose and approach 

of sector metrics.

U.S. Beef Industry 
Sustainability 
Framework

Framework, Recognition 
Program and Self-
Assessment Tool.

Sustainability 
Module 

Development
Cow-calf modules. 

Established process 
to develop goals and 

targets.

Sustainability 
Modules and Goals 

Development
Auction, feedyard, 

packer/processor and 
retail/food service 

modules.

Industry Goals 
and Sector Targets

Beef industry 
sustainability goals 
and sector targets 

adopted.

U S R S B  T I M E L I N E  &  H I S TO R Y
2 0 1 5  – 2 0 2 4

20232022202120202015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Grazing 
Management Plan 
& Goals Modules

New modules developed 
as first key step in 

educating and tracking 
progress on goals.

2024

Goals Tracking and 
Research 

Symposium
140 members. Goals 
progress continues. 

Organizing beef 
sustainability research 

symposium.
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H I G H - P R I O R I T Y  I N D I C ATO R  
G OA L S  &  S EC TO R  TA R G E T S

Air & Greenhouse Gas Emissions
The U.S. beef supply chain will 

achieve climate neutrality by 2040.

Land Resources
The U.S. beef supply chain will work 

to maintain and improve grazing 
lands under the care of U.S. beef 

producers. 

Employee Safety & Well-Being
The U.S. beef supply chain is committed 

to continuously improving the safety, 
development and well-being of 

individuals working throughout the 
industry

Water Resources
By 2050, the U.S. beef supply chain 

will improve water management 
strategies and improve water 

quality. 

Animal Health & Well-Being
The U.S. beef supply chain will 

continue to improve animal health 
and well-being. 

Efficiency & Yield
The U.S. beef supply chain will improve 
efficiencies, enhance product value and 
increase demand, which collectively will 

enable operations and businesses to 
maintain and improve individual and 

community financial health.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Outreach working group
Goals and targets tracking working group
Research priorities working group
Communications working group
Recognition working group
General Assembly Planning working group
Feed Sustainability Task Force



By 2050, the U.S. beef supply chain will improve water management 
strategies and improve water quality. We will do this by:

• Benchmarking water use and quality by 2025
• Improving retention and capture of nutrients for beneficial use

• Supporting feedstuffs growers to achieve their water sustainability 
goals

U S R S B  g o a l s  &  t h e  ro l e  o f  w a te r
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Scope of Work
Increase collaboration, including 

networking with other protein groups, 
as appropriate, to identify areas of 

engagement around sustainable feed 
production and manufacturing and 

promote transparency by encouraging 
the flow of feed relevant information 

along the value chain.

Fe e d  S u sta i n a b i l i t y  Ta s k  Fo rc e
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• All: Support feedstuff growers to achieve their water sustainability goals 
(on-farm crop production)

• Feedyard: Implement water conservation practices by 2030 (on-farm 
crop production, ration innovation)

• Retail and food service: Implement improvement plans, track 
performance and publicly report progress of water stewardship across 
the company’s sourcing footprint by 2030 (on-farm production, ration 
innovation)

Fe e d  S u sta i n a b i l i t y  Ta s k  Fo rc e  Wa te r  
R e s o u rc e s  G o a l s



Scope of Work
Review and support external projects, field 
trials, pilot projects, research projects and 
resources that align with the USRSB vision 

and mission, including oversight of approved 
projects, progress reports and results. 

Identify gaps in research knowledge and 
actively look for new research opportunities 

to support that will promote progress 
towards achieving the USRSB High-Priority 

Indicator Goals & Sector Targets.

R e s e a rc h  P r i o r i t i e s  Wo r k i n g  G ro u p
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“Sorghum feeding research …everything 
from flaking to feeding”

- Clayton Huseman (Kansas Livestock Association), USRSB Research Working Group

U S R S B  R e s e a rc h  Wo r k i n g  G ro u p
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Which Groundwater-Dependent Industries Do 
We Need to Protect?
• Based on 2018 IMPLAN data, compared to crop production in Finney County:

• The beef sectors employs 11.36 times as many people; generates 11.64 
times as much output (revenue); and generates 5.42 times as much value 
added (profit) 

• Guerrero et al. (2012) suggests that, accounting for only the direct water use, 
dairies are high-value users of water generating over $93,000 per acre-ft. 

• Guerrero et al. (2013) suggests that, accounting for only the direct water use, 
the beef industry is a high-value user of water generating over $165,576 per 
acre-ft. 

• Based on 2022 KSU extension budgets, corn production in Southwest Kansas 
generates $970 per acre-ft. 

Bill Golden, Kansas State University

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The beef cattle sector has been and continues to be the single largest sector in the Kansas agriculture industry, with cattle and calves generating $9.85 billion in cash receipts in 2022, which accounted for 46% of Kansas agricultural cash receipts that year. 

Kansas has consistently ranked as one of the fastest growing dairy states. Milk production in Kansas has doubled since 1994 and is now a one-billion-dollar industry





I m p o r ta n c e  o f  B e ef  a n d  D a i r y  i n  Ka n s a s



Water-Level Change vs Reported Water Use

Water-Level Change Groundwater Use

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The map on the left is an animation of water level changes across the HPA region.  Groundwater declines are more prevalent in Ogallala portion of the HPA where annual pumping typically exceeds natural recharge rates.  Rainfall, especially over the growing season from April to September, greatly effects groundwater pumping, which in turn, has the greatest influence on decline rates in the Ogallala.  The map on the right shows the density of average reported groundwater usage over the HPA.  Areas of high water use often correspond to areas of greater groundwater declines.  The question is- how far out of proportion is water use versus water declines (e.g., “whack”)?




Status of the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas
KGS Technical Series 25- https://kgs.ku.edu/2023-status-high-plains-aquifer-kansas



Hy-Plains Feedyard LLC
Reported water use and measured water levels, 2005 to 2022



Hy-Plains Feedyard LLC
Reported water use and measured water levels, 2005 to 2022

• R-squared = 0.73, P < 0.000007

• Average water level change = -2.41 ft

• Average total reported use = 20,490 AF

• Net inflows = 14,600 AF

• Percent reduction for stable water levels:
◦ Average conditions = 29%
◦ Drought (2011)       = 52%
◦ Wetter (2017) = 13%



TH A NK YO U!
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