The Ogallala Aquifer Program - https://ogallala.tamu.edu/
The Ogallala Aquifer Program (OAP) is a research and education consortium seeking solutions

to problems arising from declining water availability from the Ogallala Aquifer on the Southern
High Plains. The consortium includes Kansas State University, Texas A&M AgriLife Research
and Extension Service, Texas Tech University, West Texas A&M University, and the USDA
ARS NP211 research projects at Bushland and Lubbock, TX. OAP funding is from the USDA
ARS at Bushland, and OAP management is led by ARS at Bushland with cooperation of a
management team composed of the principal investigators for the funding agreements with the
four universities. With the high rate of depletion of the Ogallala Aquifer, particularly in Texas and
Kansas, the OAP’s focus is to improve the sustainability of agricultural industries and rural
communities through innovative scientific research and technology transfer. The OAP’s current
objectives are:

e Develop and evaluate water management strategies and technologies, including
dryland cropping systems, that could reduce water withdrawals for irrigation while
maintaining and/or enhancing the economic viability of the agriculture industry and the
vitality of the Southern Ogallala Aquifer Region.

o Develop and evaluate management strategies and technologies that would increase the
productivity and profitability of forage or other short-season cropping systems that
reduce or eliminate water withdrawals.

¢ Improve the understanding of hydrological and climatic factors that affect water use
and economic profitability, and provide estimates of the climatic, hydrologic, cropping,
and profitability conditions that are likely to occur on the southern High Plains over the
next 50 years.

¢ Determine the impacts of alternative water withdrawal/use policies on the economic
viability of the agriculture industry and the vitality of the Southern Ogallala Aquifer
Region.

¢ Develop best management practices for alternative crops that increase the
sustainability of dryland farming or high value crops that maintain farm income with
decreased pumping from the Ogallala Aquifer.

This year our OAP research planning timeline is:

December 2024: Call for pre-plans
2025:
February 26-27: OAP Workshop
April 2: Deadline for pre-plan submission
April 9: Deadline for budget submission
April 25: Deadline for pre-plan review and ranking
April 30: Meeting in executive session
May 2-20: Writing of agreements with the universities
May 23: Submission of agreements to the USDA ARS Area Office

This timeline was determined with an eye towards submitting agreements to USDA ARS
administration earlier than in previous years, at their request.
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