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Research Consortium for the Southern Ogallala Aquifer Area: https://ogallala.tamu.edu

2025 Research Planning Workshop

February 26-27, 2025, National Ranching Heritage Center, Lubbock, Texas
Wednesday, February 26, 2025

7:00-8:00 a.m. Registration, coffee/snacks and Informal Discussions

8:00-8:05 a.m. (1) Introductions and Session Orientation
Steve Evett, OAP Manager, USDA-ARS-CPRL

8:05-8:15 a.m. (2) Welcome from USDA ARS Plains Area Bryan Kaphammer, ARS Plains Area

8:15-8:30 a.m. (3) The ARS Water Availability and Watershed Management National Program — relationship to the
OAP, Teferi Tsegaye, National Program 211 Leader

Research Progress Towards Q Stable Production Systems

8:30-9:00 a.m. (4) Rotation, tillage systems, and cover crops — will anything work? Paul De Laune, University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville

9:00-9:30 a.m. (5) Occasional and strategic tillage practices effects on herbicide resistant weeds, crop yield, and soil
health in semi-arid dryland cropping systems Dr. Augustine Obour, Kansas State University

9:30-10:00 a.m. (6) Integrating Livestock into Traditional Wheat-Sorghum-Fallow Rotations
Dr. John Holman, Kansas State University

10:00-10:15 a.m. Break and Informal Discussions

10:15-11:45 p.m. (7) Evaluating Site-specific Water Management for Sustainable Agriculture in the Southern High
Plains Region Dr. Wenxuan Guo, Texas Tech University

11:45-noon (8) Developing efficient production practices to optimize water use efficiency of industrial hemp Dr.
Sukhbir Singh, Texas Tech University

12:00-1:00 p.m.Lunch = Informal Discussions

1:00-1:30 p.m. (9) Improving Profitability of Guar as an Alternative Crop for Dryland Production Dr. Mark Burow,
Texas Tech University

1:30-2:00 p.m. (10) Culmination of Spring Cover Crop Research in the Semi-arid Ogallala Aquifer Region. Dr. Augustine

Obour, Kansas State University

2:00-2:30 p.m. (11) Ogallala Water Conservation and Economic Analysis of Sorghum Silage Potential for Dairy
Industry in Texas High Plains
Dr. Bridget Guerrero, West Texas A&M University

2:30-2:45 p.m. Break and Informal Discussions


https://ogallala.tamu.edu/

2:45-3:15 p.m. (12) The Rural Economic Effects of Ogallala Aquifer Depletion: A Case Study in West-Central Kansas Dr.
Bill Golden for B. Guerrero and B. Golden

3:15-3:45 p.m. (13) Cotton Water Use as Affected by Irrigation Application Method — Sprinkler vs. SDI
Dr. Gary Marek, USDA ARS Bushland

3:45-4:15 p.m. (14) Alternative Water Use Modeling for Cotton, Corn, & Soybean
Dr. Paul Colaizzi, USDA ARS Bushland

4:15-5:30 p.m. Poster Session, Snacks, and Informal Discussions

6:15 p.m. Dinner and Informal Discussions
Thursday, February 27, 2025

7:30-8:00 a.m. Registration and coffee/snacks

8:00-8:05 a.m. (15) Welcome and Session Orientation. Steve Evett, OAP Manager

8:05-10:00 a.m. Big Cotton Project Update

8:05-8:40 a.m. (16) Ogallala Aquifer “Big Cotton” Program Review —Texas Update
Dr. Jourdan Bell, Texas A&M Agrilife

8:40-9:00 a.m. (17) Highlights of the Kansas cotton project, Jonathan Aguilar, Kansas State University

9:00-9:20 a.m. (18) Impacts of thermo-limited environments on cotton yield and fiber characteristics, Dr. Glen Ritchie,
Texas Tech University

9:20-10:00 a.m. Panel Discussion: Q-Stable Production Systems — How do we/can we get there?

9:20-9:30 a.m. (19) Introduction to Q-Stable concept — Brownie Wilson,

9:30-10:00 a.m. Panel members: Ben Weinheimer, Chair of Texas Region A Regional Water Planning Group; Brent
Auvermann, Texas AgriLife; Bill Golden, KSU; Jason Coleman, Chair of High Plains Underground Water
Conservation District; Brian Olsen, KSU Head of Western Kansas Research and Extension Centers
1. What does Q-stable agricultural production mean to you?
2. How do we get to Q-stable across the aquifer region?
3. What are the economics of Q-stable production systems in the region?
4. How does Q-Stable inform our research & extension priorities?

10:00-10:30 a.m. Break and Informal Discussions

10:30-11:30 a.m. Breakouts by Discipline — Discuss approaches to achieving Q-stable

11:30-12:00 a.m. Report outs by Discipline

12:00-1:00 p.m.Lunch and Informal Discussions

1:00-2:30 p.m. Writing team breakouts — Pre-plan teams

2:30-3:00 p.m. Break and Informal Discussions

3:00-4:30 p.m. Pre-plan team writing and completion

4:30-5:00 p.m. Report Outs and Wrap up for 2025 OAP Workshop
Steve Evett, OAP Manager

5:00 p.m. Adjourn — Supper on your own

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Executive leadership team meeting — Small conference room

Institutional Contacts for Ogallala Aquifer Program

Steve Evett, Gwen Coyle, ARS-Bushland, Texas. steve.evett@usda.gov, gwen.coyle@usda.gov
Robert Lascano, ARS-Lubbock, Texas. robert.lascano@usda.gov
Susan Metzger, Kansas State University. smetzger@ksu.edu
Lucas Gregory, Texas A&M AgriLife. lucas.gregory@ag.tamu.edu
Noureddine Abidi, Texas Tech University. noureddine.abidi@ttu.edu
Kevin Pond / Craig Bednarz, West Texas A&M University. cbednarz@wtamu.edu, kpond@wtamu.edu




